
A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIR 

Dear friends, 

A warm welcome back to you all, after an enforced break of more than a year. 

It is surely difficult for most of us to remember when we’ve had a tougher time than 
this past year of the COVID pandemic. I doubt there is anyone who has not been 
touched by the impact of the virus and the measures that have had to be taken to 
combat it. Too many have suffered the loss of a relative or friend, and too many are 
suffering the after-effects of having had the virus, or ‘long COVID’ as it is known.  

Of course, there is the impact on mental health, too, which has been huge - whether 
it is through grief or isolation - a lack of regular company and contact. There is also 
the general health impact of services being given over to prioritising tackling COVID. 

I think we must be thankful, though, for our NHS, and how it has risen to the 
challenge. The way it rolled-out the vaccination programme so efficiently must be 
applauded. We owe a lot to the heroes who kept the NHS afloat, but also to all those 
who kept other essential services and supplies running - often at great risk to their 
own health and that of their families.  

I don’t intend to say anything here about criticism of the way 
the pandemic was handled. There will be an inquiry, and we 
must push for it to be open and independent and able to call 
to account all who had responsibilities for our health and 
safety. But rest assured, UNISON will press for that, and we 
will fight for your voices to be heard. 

On the local front, it has been impossible to run the RMA  as we would wish, and it 
still may be some time before we are back to full operation. Sadly, I need to advise 
you that Anne Best, one of our outings organisers on the Committee, passed away 
since our last newsletter. Anne was a good friend to us all, and contributed hugely to 
our success as an RMA. She will be sorely missed. 

At the moment - still under some COVID restrictions - we are unable to meet at the 
Civic Centre, either as a Committee or for a members meeting. We are looking to 
how we can overcome this as soon as possible so that we can get together again. 

On a brighter note, we have booked for a Christmas lunch on 8 December, and there 
are more details in the newsletter. I look forward to seeing as many of you there as 
possible, and hope this will be the start of reviving our activities.  

We have come through a tough time, and it may not be over yet, but let’s stay strong 
and go forward together. 

Janet Norton, Chairperson, Enfield RMA
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Did you know Enfield UNISON is on the internet? 

You can keep up with Enfield UNISON news on the internet at 
www.enfieldunison.co.uk or if you use Facebook by searching for 
Enfield UNISON. 

YOUR 
COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS 

The following are the 
members of the Enfield 
RMA Committee 

Chair 
Janet Norton 

Vice Chair 
Malcolm Carter 

Secretary 
Barbara Bowery  
(Tel. 020 8805 2667) 

Treasurer 
Olive Parsons  
(Tel. 020 8366 5840) 

Outings Organisers 
Janet Norton                  
(one vacant position) 

Speaker Organiser 
Marion Rowsell 

Newsletter 
Gary Williams 

Regional Committee 
(Vacant position) 

Auditor 
Chris McClean 

The Committee meets 
around every two months. 

Please contact the 
Secretary, Barbara 
Bowery, if you wish to 
raise a matter with the 
Committee. 

Branch Office 

Tel 020 8379 4084 or 
office@enfieldunison.co.uk

http://www.enfieldunison.co.uk
mailto:office@enfieldunison.co.uk


HELP US TO STAY IN TOUCH WITH YOU 
It’s important that we stay in touch with you, but we also have limited funds, and 
we spend a large amount of our budget on postage for this newsletter . If you 
use email, you can help us use your money more efficiently by agreeing to 
receive this newsletter and other communications by email, rather than by post. 
(If you already do, many thanks!) 
All you need to do is either:  
- email the Enfield UNISON branch office at office@enfieldunison.co.uk  and 

ask to have your membership record updated. Please supply your full name, 
email address, and your membership number if known. 

- use the form below and post it to the UNISON branch office (the address is on 
the form). 

JOIN OUR COMMITTEE! WHAT DO YOU WANT FROM YOUR RMA? 

Yes! Please use my email address for contact by the Enfield UNISON Retired Members Association  

Full name_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail address _________________________________________________________________________________ 

UNISON Membership Number (if known)____________________________ 

Please post to: Enfield RMA, UNISON Branch Office, Room 219, Civic Centre, Silver Street, Enfield, EN1 3ES. 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 
Pauline Hooper 
Kerry Stanton 

Kathleen Holder 
Ilhan Basharan 

Anna Lyons 

UNISON - There For You Did you know UNISON offers support to members in need, over and above 
helping problems at work? Whether it’s financial assistance, well-being breaks, welfare advice, or a whole 
host of other matters, they can offer support. Find out more at unison.org.uk  and search ‘There For You’.

We are looking for a couple of 
enthusiastic volunteers to join the RMA 
Committee to help us organise members’ 
outings.           

We meet once every two months for a 
couple of hours, and look at how we can 
involve members and also come up with a 
programme of events.  

The Committee is a friendly and fairly 
informal group, and very happy to 
welcome new members who can bring 
new ideas and skills.  

If your are interested and want to find out 
more about what is involved, please 
contact Barbara Bowery, RMA Secretary, 
on 0208 805 2667.

What kind of activities and actions do you want your RMA to be part of? 
We might be entering a “new normal” after COVID, and we think it’s a 
good opportunity to think about how we work, and what we do.  
The RMA have had success in organising lunches and buffets, coach 
trips, group theatre shows, quizzes, and talks. These are great ways to 
get people together and maintain social contact. 
But we know we have seen numbers of participants reduce over recent 
years, and people may be more interested in taking part in other 
activities. 
That’s why we are asking for your ideas about what might see us bring 
more people together in a positive and engaging way. We can then 
share ideas with other RMA members and see what the most popular 
ideas are.  
Feel free to drop us a line about your ideas at: Enfield RMA, UNISON 
Branch Office, Room 219, Civic Centre, Silver Street, Enfield, EN1 3ES.

mailto:office@enfieldunison.co.uk
http://unison.org.uk


ENFIELD UNISON RMA CHRISTMAS LUNCH  
12.30pm Wednesday 8 December 2021 

The Jolly Farmers (Function Room) 
 2 Enfield Road, EN2 7QS 

Pre-booking your lunch choice is essential, so please use the form below 

 to make your choices from the menu options overleaf.


When completed, please send it along with a cheque for £25 (per person) made payable to 
‘Enfield UNISON RMA’ to: Olive Parsons, 38 Halifax Road, Enfield, EN2 0PP, to arrive         

no later than Wednesday 17th November.


 



ENFIELD UNISON RMA CHRISTMAS LUNCH  

12.30pm Wednesday 8 December 2021 
The Jolly Farmers Function Room 

 2 Enfield Road, EN2 7QS 
Please use the menu below to make your choices for the Christmas lunch 


and complete the form overleaf for each diner. 
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